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IN GRANDLOBGE 


^Halifax,  Jam  29,  5785. 
Mefohed  XJnanifnoufy^ 

THAT  the  Thanks  of  this  Lodge 
be  given  to  the  ReverenE 
Brother  Weeics,  for  his  Ser- 
nion,  delivered  in  St.  PauPs^  Church, 
on  Friday  \z,ik^  before  this  and  the 
other  Lodges  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Ancient  Masons,  in  tlie  Tov^n  of 
Halifax^  afiembled  for  the  Purpofe 
of  celebrating  the  Feftivai  of  St.  John^ 
Baptift  :  And  that  the  Right  Wor-- 
fhipful  Brothers  Campbell,  Snel-^ 
LING  and  Wood,  be  a  Committee  to 
iwait  on  Brother  Weeks,  and  requeft 
a  Copy  of  the  fame  for  the  Prefs. 


JOSEPH  PETERS, 
Grand  Secretary, 


THE  RIGHT  WORSHIPFUL 

JOHN  GEORGE  PYKE,  Esqtjire, 

PKOVINGIAL  GRAND  MASTER, 

AND' 

To  THE  OFFICERS  and  BRETHREN 

O  F      T  H  E 

&   Ri-   A  ^ 

AND    O  T  H  E  R 

n    O    B    G    E  s, 

m 

O  F 

Free  and  Acceipted  Ancient  MAS  O  N  S;,^ 
IN     HAL  IF  A  Xy 

T  HIS    S  E  K  M  O 

BREACHED  and  PUBLISHED  at  tkeir  REQUEST, 

IS   HUMBLY  INSCRIBED, 

BY  THEIR  AFFECTIONATE, 

AND  FAITHFUL  BROTHER, 

JOSHUA  WINGATE  WEEKS. 
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A-    S   E   R        O   N,  &c. 

Fkov.  Kxii.  p 

*^  "The  Rich  and  Fhor  meet  together  t 
the  Lord  is  the  Muker  of  them  alU^ 

fTp^  H  I  S  is  the  day,  my  Brethren^  which  onr  ' 

*  Fraternity,  from  early  time,  have  dedicated 
to  the  worfhip  of  God  and  the  cultivation  of  focial  i 
love.  To  this  day  they  haveeVer  paid  avery  parti- 
cular refpefb  in  every  part  of  the^  globe  :  For  on 
this  day  they  have  ufOally  afTembled  together  to 
prefer ve  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bonds  of 
p^ace  and  to  cxprefs  their  gratitude  to  God  by 
doing  good  to  men. 

From  your  prefence  here  at  this  time  it  miay  be 
prcfumed,  that  the  fame  benevolent  and  pious 
d'efigns  have  dray/n  you  together  ;  that,  pleafed 

with  J 


'.^'ith  the  return  of  this  anniverfary,  yoli  are  deE- 
rous  ef  conftcrating  it  to  the  purppfes  pf  frieiid- 
fnip  and  charity. 

Would  to  God,that  I  were  able  to  difcharge  the 
office,  v/hich  your  partiality  has  afiigaeJ  me,  in  Sfi 
manrier, becoming  its  dignity  ^and  importance  J 
Were  my  power  equal  to  my  will ;  were  ^my  ca- 
pacity proportionate  to  my  inclination  ;  wifdoiji, 
*{lrength  and  beauty  fnould  unite  in  doing  ample 
j-^fllice  to  tiie  merits  ofour-'Roya]  Art.  But  while 
I  own.  that  1  am  =l:>ut  ilenderly 'qualified  to  an* 
fvvtr  your  QKpedlatioijs  an  this  occafion  ;  I  ftili 
flatter  myfelf  that  the  antiquity  of  our  inditution, 
the  importance  of  its  laws  and  thefublimlty  of  its 
myfteric^  will  claim  fome  degree  of  attention  from 
every  lover  of  Science.  And  this  refpe6lable  au- 
(.•Hence,  knowing  the  diiTiculty  of  fpeaking  on  this 
fubjed,  will  candidly  accept  my  iinc'erc  defire  of 
j^oing  good,  though  it  be  not  recommended  by 
the  charms  of  eloquence, 

^Animated  by  the  hopeof  thatindulgence^whiclii 

has 
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ias  neVerbecn  denied  me,  I  always  appear  before 
]FOU  with  pleafure  y  but  never  morefo  than  now, 
v/hen  1  fee  fuch  a  numerous  body  of  men,  formed 
,  ynder  one  head,  conne61:ed  by  one  interefl:,  and- 
;<iigaged  in  one  purfuit,  the  purfuit  of  harmony, 
truth  and  beneficence.  And  do  thou,  O  Foun- 
tain of  wifdom  I  illuminate  my  mind,  and  warm 
my  heart,  that  I  may  explain  the  myfteries  of  god- 
l^nefs  with  clcarnefs^and. energy  ! 

This  fpacious  earth,  in  v/hich  the  rich  and  poor 
meet  together  was  raifed  by  the  Supreme 
Architedl  to  be  a  {landing  monument  of 
his  inimitable  .flcilL  Indeed  in  every  part 
of.  the  creation,  we  can  trace  the  footfteps  of  a 
deep  defign ;  but  in  the  formation  of  man,  w^ 
can  clearly  difcover  the  charafters  of  a  divine  wif- 
dom. Man  therefore  is  fliled  the  chief  of  his 
wx)rks  and  the  Lord  of  this  lower  world,  bearing 
evident  marks  of  his  image  and  perfedion  ;  and 
on  earth  thcfc  is  none  like  him  :  For  he  can  lift 
hh  heart  and  voice  and  eyes  in  devotion  to  heaven.. 

B  In 
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In  tlie  works  of  a  perfed  Being,  there  can  be 
no  void,  nochaim  :  And  where  all  is  full,  there 
muft  be  an  infinite  variety  of  creatures  fuited  to 
their  refpeclive  places,  and  rifing  one  above  ano«- 
dier  by  an  eafy  gradation  i  And  yet  in  refped  of 
God,  they  all  aieet  together  on  the  level  of  equa- 
lity; they  all  carry  on  their  works  within  the 
compafsofhis  obfervation,  and  regularly  and  u- 
niformly  concur  in  the  grand  defign  of  promoting, 
uni  i^erfal  good. 

As  he  hath  made  one  liar  to  differ  from  another 
ftar  in  glory  ,  fo  hath  he  ordained  different  ranks 
and  orders  in  fociety,each  contributing  its  part  to- 
wards the  welfare  of  the  whole*  And  to,every  indi* 
Tidual  he  hath  given  the  light  of  reafon  to  con- 
template the  divine  works,  and  the  ufe  of  fpeech 
to  fet  forth  the  divine  praife  :  And  fhould  not  this 
light  be  regarded,  this  faculty  exercifed  ?  Dotli 
not  the  fun  by  day,  the  moon  by  night  and  the 
ftars  in  their  courfes,  by  wonderful  figas,  with^ 
out  voice  or  found,  proclaim  the  glories  of  their 
Creator  ?  And  fliall  any  order  of  men^  from  ths 

highell' 
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Inc^hcdmafcer-ljuilcler  to  the lov/efl  fellow- labour-* 
er,  rcfufe  to  help  forward  the  divine  work  of  love  ? 
Indeed  the  great  men  of  the  earth^bearing  the  live- 
ly charaders  of  the  divine  majefly  and  authority^ 
may  be  willing  to  excufe  theaifeives  from  this  em- 
ployment. But  {hould  they  not  confider,  that 
though  we  look  up  to  them  v/ith  a  fortof  reverenti- 
al awe  ;  though  v^^e  fay  they  are  Gods  and  children 
-of  the  mod  High  :  Yet  the  fupreme  Being,  who 
inhabiteth  eternity  and  dwelieth  in  lights  views 
them  all  with  an  equal  eye„  He  accepteth  not 
•^^  the  perfon  of  princes^nor  regardeth  the  rich  more 
than  the  poor  5  for  they  are  all  the  work  of  his 
^'^  hands."*  Under  the  fliadow  of  his  prote6tidn,the 
rich  and  poor  meet  together  on  equal  ground  and 
are  alike  the  obj efts  of  his  providential  care  and 
governance. 

Of  the  middle  rank  between  thefe  two  extremes 
there  are  multitudes  in  every  fociery  :  Thefe 
make  up  the  bulk  of  the  community.  They 
are    rich   when    compared    with   the    poor  j 
and    poor  when    compared   with    the  rich;, 

*  Job  xxxiv.  19, 
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a5  the  oak,;^that  graceth  the  plain,  is  High  in  ref- 
pedl  of  therfhrubs,  that  creep  beneath  it,  and  low 
in  refped  of  the  mountain^  that  rears  its  head 
above  the  clouds*. 

Job,  who  lived  in  the  eaft  whence  the  light  of 
Mafonry  firft  arole,  was  in  different  periods  ofhi^ 
life  an  eminent  example  both  of  oppiilence  and 
ladigence.    In  his  early  days  heaven  had  fhower- 
ed  -down  on  him  its  richeH  bleffings.    Even  the 
fumptuoins  eaft  had  never  beheld  a  man  fo  magnj-* 
ficently  great.     His  fields  were    ex  ten  five,  his 
flocks  numerous,  his  honfes  fplendid,  his  children 
rifing  into  confeq^uence,  his  health  good  and  His 
confcience  eafy.    Can  imagination  paint  a  mafi- 
in  more  enviable  colours  ?  Alas  !  on  what  a  Tan- 
dy foundation  doththefabrickofhumanhappinefs 
reil  ?  and  how  fuddenly  may  it  be  deftroyed  by 
the  Ilorm  of  adverfity  !  See  C9.1amities  rulhing  on 
liim,  notlike  v^inds  or  floods,  but  likelightningcafb 
from  heaven  !  fee  him  in  one  day  defpoiled  of  his. 
property,  of  his  health  and  of  his  children  !  And 
lu.thc  aaguifh.  of  diftrefs;  hear  him  exclaiming^ 

Hava 
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Have  pity  upon  mc,  have  pity  upofi  mc,  O  yp 
my  friends:  For  the  hand  of  God  hath  touched 
met/* 

Had  he  walled  his  eftate  by  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance ;  had  he  ruined  his  co'nftitution  by  vice  and 
debauchery  5  had  he  driven  away  his  friends  by 
infolcnce'  and  unkindnefs,  he  would  have  fhewii* 
himfelftb  have  been  one  of  theDevirspoor  s  andnd 
man  would  have  dfoppedatear  on  his  misfortunes* 
But  his  fufFerings  werd  not  the  fruit  of  his  vices  : 
For  he  belonged  to  the  family  of  heaven^  being  a; 

perfetSt  and  an  upright  man,  one  that  feared 
"  Godandefchewcdevil.il  His  fufferings  were 
the  corredion  of  a  father's  hand,  who  doth  not 
willingly  affli6t  the  children  of  men,  and  who  even^ 
in  wrath  remembers  mercy. 

You  fee  men  rifing  on  the  ruins  of  innocence 
and  growing  rich  by  fraud  and  treachery  :  Canyon 
fuppofe  a  holy  and  righteous  God  approves  of 
this  ?  No  ;  he  only  fufFers  fuch  irregularities  to 
take  place,  that  he  may  manifeft  to  all  the  worldf 

of 

*,   t  Job  xiX;  -21,        I  Job  i.  I. 
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of  what  fLiiall  efcinaatlon  wealth  is  held  in  hil 
Tight,  fince  he  frequently  permits  the  worthlefi 
to  ill  are  it  among  them. 

You  fee  God's  own  children  perfccuted  and  op- 
prefiedeven  for  their  goodnefs  :  you  fee  them  leav- 
ing houfesandlandsjtheir  friends  and  their  country 
for  the  fake  of  doing  their  duty  and  keeping  a  good 
confcience  :  Shall  we  fay  that  heaven  is  unjuft, 
bccaufe  thefe  men  fuller  ?  No,  God  v/ifely  per- 
mits thefe  things  to  happen,  as  a  good  Governor 
permits  what  he  is  far  from  encouraging  or  appro^ 
ving.  Infinite  wifdom  however  bringeth  good 
out  of  evil  :  For  by  fufferings,  their  virtues  are 
encreafed,  their  graces  brightened,  and  their  im- 
perfedions  cleared  away,  as  gold  is  refined  and 
purified  from  its  drofs  by  pafTmg  through  the  fur-» 
nace. 

In  every  community,  a  fubordination  of  rank 
is  neceffary  and  unavoidable  ;  and  in  all  times 
and  places,  there  muft  be  a  mixture  of  rich  and 
poor.  This  fubordination,  this  mixture  condu- 
ces very  much  to  the  order,  happinefs  and  im- 
provement 


[    15  ] 

provement  of  civil  life  :  Nor  can  fociety  be  kept, 
up  without  it ;  any  more  than  a  profped  can  be 
beautifulj  where  neither  the  hiinible  valley  nor 
the  lofty  mountain  (Irikes  the  eye  with  an  agreea^ 
ble  variety.  Thus  when  Solomon  was  building 
the  magnificent  temple  at  Jerufaiem^  in  the  flruc- 
ture  of  which  the  Royal  Craft  exerted  their  utmoil 
fl^ill,  he  appointed  fome  to  hew  (lone-,  others  to 
bear  burdens,  and  others  to  overfee  and  dired  the 
work,  that  each  one  might  move  ufefully  in  his 
own  fphere  and  apply  all  his  wifdom  and 
ftrength  in  promoting. the  Grand  Defign. 

It  mufl  be  remembered  however^  that  abun- 
dant wealth  and  extreme  indigence  are  diTorders 
in  the  prefent  conftitution  of  things,  arifing  from 
the  vices  of  men,  not  the  appointment  of  God  : 
For  he  hath  commanded  us  to  apply  a  cure  tothefe 
diforders  whenever  we  have  power  and  opportu* 
nity. 

For  this  end  civil  government  was  eftabliflied, 
that  one  man  might  be  prevented  from  taking  any 

undue 
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iJndiie  ai3  vantage  of  another  :  For  whiie  it  may 

ieem  toincreafe  an  inequality  of  condition,  it  fuf- 
^eicntly  prevents  or  removes  the  cvik  of  it,  by 
jmaking  the  common  good  the  meafure  of  juftice 

and  by  placing  all  men  oh  even  ground  under  the 

authority  and  protedUon  .of  law^ 

For  this  end  the  chriftian  religion  was  publifhed, 
that  all  men  might  have  an  equal  chance  of  fecu- 
ring  their  fhare  of  happinefs.  For  were  the  com- 
mands of  our  divine  Mafter  obfcrved,  none  would 
be  exorbitantly  rich,  none  wretchedly  poor  3  the 
abundance  of  the  one  would  flow  to  the  neceffity 
4>f  the  other,  as  th^- rivers  defcending  from  tjie 
hills  flow  to  the  fca,  where  they  mingle  amicab^f 
jogether  and  fettle  atialtinto  an  even  furfi^Qe. 

For  this  end  this  antient  Fraternity  was  formed, 
that  happinefs  might  be  diffufed  equally  among 
all  Its  members.  For  though  it  deprives  no  man 
of  the  honour  due  to  his  rank  and  chara6ler  ;  yet 
it  reduces  all  men  to  a  pleafmg  and  rational  equa- 
lity. Beyond  any  inftitution  of  hyman  original,.ic 

inculcates 
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Inculcates  induflry  in  acquiring,  temperance  in 
vifing,  and  charity  in  diftributing  the  good  things 
of  life.  O  Charity  !  Fair  daughter  of  heaven  and 
bright  image  of  God!  At  thine  altar,  let  others  of- 
fer the  fruit  of  their  lips^  but  with  a  liberal  hand  vvc 
v/iil  fcatter  thy  bleflings  among  the  fons  of  want. 

Have  I  then  any  need  to  point  out  the  particu* 
lar  duties  refulting  from  the  relation  of  the  ricli 
and  poor  to  each  other?  Noj  I  will  only  remind 
you  of  your  general  obligation  as  Mafons  ;.and 
this  will  difcover  the  particular  ofRces  of  love  be- 
coming every  ilation,  as  the  morning  light  dif- 
perfes  the  darknefs  andcaufeth  all  objeds  to  ap- 
pear in  their  true  relation  and  proper  colour. 

;Selfiflinefs  contra6ls  the  human  heart ;  it  makes 
men  forget  their  neareft  relations;,  it  abolifhes  .all 
the  ties  of  nature  and  blood  ;  and  where  ever  this 
reigns,  there  can  be  no  fuch  thing  as  friend  or 
brother  :  But  benevolence  unites  all  men  by  the 
ftrongeft  cement ;  it  is  to  them,  inflead  of  parents 
and  friends^  of  guardians  and  protedcrs.  It  re- 
0  moves 
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mores  the  evils  of  poverty  ;  nay,  it  doth  more 
it  communic-ites  happincfs ;    it  pntteth  every 
itian  on  a  level  with  regard  to  the  real  necelTaries 
of  life;  it  wipes  the  tear  from  the  cheek  of  the 
liHOurner  and  caufeth  the  widow^s  heart  to  expand 
with  joy.  It  makes  the  enemies  of  the  brotherhood 
who  fpeak  evil  of  it  without  caufey  afhamed  of 
their  unkindnefsi  the  enemies  of  the  brotherhood  do 
I- fay  ?  yes  and  the  enemies  too  of  ju^ice,  peace^ 
and  order  it  makes  afliamxcd  of  their  folly^and  ren- 
ders them  ufcful  to  themfelves,  to  their  country 
and  to  mankind^    O  ye  fpirits  departed,  whofe 
names  are  written  in  the  book  of  life  ;  with  what 
joy  have  ye  feen  Charity  reaching  out  forgivenefs 
even  to  her  enemies  !  O  ye  Angels,  who  rejoycc 
at  the  repentance  of  a  Sinner,  how  often  have  ye 
feen  her  difperfing  comfort  among  the  heirs  offai- 
vation  !  Oyefacrcd  walls,  which  bear  witnefs  to  the 
devotions  of  the  faints,  how  often  have  ye  feen  her 
aims  afcending,like  incenfc,to  the  throne  of  God  ? 
But  why  do  I  indulge  this  pleafing  fpeculation  ? 

before  a  body  of  men  united  for  the  exprefs  pur- 

pofe 


pofe  of  alleviating  mifery  and  comnfiiinlcatmg 
happinefs,  need  I  enlarge  on  the  excellencies  of 
charity  ?  Need  I  prefs  this  duty  on  you  as  men^ 
as  chriftians,  as  mafons  ? 

Need  1  fay,  that  as  men,  nature  teacheth  you 
to  be  kindly  afFedioned  one  to  atnothcr  ?  when  the 
wounds,  the  diftrefs,  the  groans  of  the  wretched 
arreft  thy  feelings;  doth  not  fympathy  call  on 
thee  to  affift,  to  concifort,  to  relieve  ?  And  canfl: 
thou  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  affediing  accents  of 
diftrefs  ?  Canll:  thou  harden  thy  heart,  againft  the 
tender  emotions  of  pity  ?  No  ;  you  are  rnovcds 
penetrated,  melted  For  ypu  are  taught  of  God 
to  love  one  another. 

Need  1  remind  you,  that  as  chriflians,  the  duty 
of  brotherly  love  is  made  more  obvious  and  indif- 
penfiblc  in  the  gofpel,than  it  ever  was  by  the  light 
of  nature?  Chrift  Jefus,  the  Grand  Archited.of 
the  church,  a  few  hours  before  he  took  his  final 
leave  of  his  followers,  gave  them  a  new  command- 
ment, faying,   "  As  I  have  loved  you,  fo  love 

ye  one  another  :  By  this  diftinguifhing  badge 

"  lliaU 
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fhall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  difciples/'f 

Need  1  inform  you/  that  as  Mafons/  ye  profefs 
yourfelvcs  to  be  the  fons  of  mercy  ?  that  your  be- 
nevolence fiiould  not  be  narrov/  and  partial  ;  but 
free  and  unconfined,  fpreading  every  v/ay,  like 
the  Arch  of  heaven.  As  the  river  Nile^  while  the 
Iburce  of  it  remains  a  fecret,  annually  fvvells  into 
a  mighty  current  and  overfpreads  diftant  oouru 
tries,  leaving  behind  it  fertility  and  abundance 
v/here-ever  it  pafTes.  Benevolence  doth  not  rellrain 
its  enlivening  influences  to  one  fed  or  religion,  to- 
one  nation  or  climate  :  It  reaches,  like  the  pow-e 
cr  of  attradlion,  to  the  fmalleft:  and  to  the  largeft 
bodies  in  the  univerfe,  uniting  men  of  all  degrees 
and  of  ail  nations  in  the  bonds  of  friendlliip.  The 
language  of  Charity  is  univerfal  ail  the  brother- 
hood know  and  underlland  it :  For  they  are  maf- 
ters  of  a  fecret  language,  by  which  they  can  make 
themfelves  known  to  each  other  at  a  diflance,  and 
can  converfe  together  even  without  the  ufe  of 
ipcech.  So  that  in  every  country,  where  the 
providence  of  God  may  caft  them,  they  v/ill  find 

t  JohiixllL  34,  35, 


an  home;  in  every  country  they  will  receive  a; 
welcome  ;  in  every  country  they  will  meet  with  a 
bfojiher:  And  this  Royal  Art  will  call  forth  rekif, 
when  all  other  means  of  procuring  it,  may  fail. 

Of  an  art  fo  antient,  fo  honorable,  fo  ufeful,.  I 
need  not  enlarge.  But  this  being  your  firft  ap-. 
pearance  in  the  character  of  a  regularly  conflituted 
Grand  Lodge,  permit  me  to  congratulate  you  oa 
this  aufpicious  occaiion. 

And  as  we  are  direded  to  look  up  in  gratitude 
to  God  for  the  fuccefs  of  every  beneucial  inftitu- 
tion,  which  takes  place  among  men,       So  look 

down  from  heaven,  O  God,  behold  and  vifit 
"  this  vine-j-."  This  vine,  this  fraternity  was  ear- 
ly planted  and  aHiduouily  cultivated  by  men  of  the 
firft  dillindlion  in  the  Province.  Both  the  rro-- 
vince  and  the  fraternity  have  grov/n  up  under  their 
paternal  care  and  indulgence,  nor  have  they  yec 
withdrawn  from  it  their  kind  olTices. 

At  this  time  alfo  we  arc  under  the  adminiilra- 
tion  of  a  man^  who,  while  he  may  he  flyled  the 


1  «tlier  of  the  people,  elleeiTis  it  no  dillioaour  to 
own  hinifelf  a  brother;  and  who  among  other  If  u- 
dable  attennpts  to  promote  peaccand  amity  among 
the  fubjcds  of  his  Prince,  has  patronized  the 
Craft  by  diftinguifhing  one  of  its  lodges  with  his 
name» 

Nor  will  our  Right  Woriliipful  Grand  Mafter, 
lately  advanced  to  the  honour  of  prefiding  in  So- 
lomon*s  chair,  refule  our  coiigratulations  on  his 
inflahnent  to  this  high  office.  May  you  ufe  the 
,  pov/er  with  which  you  arc  inveded  for  the  intcreft 
of  your  King  and  the  good  of  the  Craft.  ^  Guided 
by  a  mild  and  pacific  difpofition,  and  aided  by 
officers,  who,  like  pilhrs  in  the  temple,  fupport 
your  authority  and  adorn  their  profeffion,  yo.u 
will  foon  fpread  the  Royal  Art,  which  was  lately 
confined  to  this  metropolis,  through  different 
parts  of  the  Province  i  and  we  fliall  foon  fee  Ma- 
fonry  eredking  her  court  and  diffufing  her  cha- 
rities, in  thofc  very  places,  which  were  once  the 
refidence  of  wild  beads  or  of  favage  men, 

Th^' 
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The  provincial  lod^es^thiis  organized  into  a  re- 
gular body,  appear,     beautiful  as  Tirzali,  conncly 
as  Jerufalem  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  ban- 
ncrs*.'-    They  will  be  fupported  by  v/ork- 
men,  that  need  not  be  adianied  }-  3"  they  vvil^ 
be  taught  by  Mafters,       who  comprehend  the 
"  light  of  truthjl,"   and  guarded  by  oflicers 
*^  who  will  not  remove  the  aixtient  landmaiks 
which  their  fathers  have  ret§," 

By  this  union  of  intercfl:  arid  ScUgn,  I  need  not ' 
ebferve,  that' the  caufe  of  government  will  be 
ilrengthcned  j  firice  individuals  will  deriv^c  fo  ma- 
ny advantages  from  it,  '  For  were  the  providence 
of  God  to  cafe  you  on  an  unknown  fiiore  ;  were 
you  to  travel  through  any  diflant  country,  though 
ignorant  of  its-  language,  ignorant  of  its  inha-- 
habitants,  Ignorant  of  its  cuftoms,  you  will  ftill 
have  a  key,  which  will  give  you  admittance  to 
the  brotherhood,  and  which  will  open  the  treafures- 
of  their  charity.  And  in  every  regular  lodge,  to 
which  you  may  gain  accefs,  you  will  nicx^t  with 

that. 
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that  cordial  reception  and  kind  entertainment, 
wh'xh  every  man  wiilies  to  receive,and  which  eve- 
ry man  fnouldbe  willing  to  give. 

And  may  all  the  lodges,  united  forthepurpofe 
of  doing  good  and  cemented  by  the  bands  of 
friendfhip,  ever  keep  in  view  the  defign  of  their 
infcitution.  Difregarding  thofe  little,  partial  dif- 
tindlions,  which  have  kept  even  brethren  at  a 
diftance  from  each  other,  may  the  Watchmien 
*^upon  the  towersj,"  fuffer  every  man  to  pars,who 
niay  give  proofs  of  his  being  a  good  Mafon  and  a 
true,  and  who,by  his  life  and  convcrfation,  by  his 
charafSter  and  influence,  may  adorn  his  profelTion 

And  may  each  of  you,  who  h?.Yc  becR  initiated 
into  this  charitable  Society  be  "  diligent  in  work- 
ing  with  his  hand  the  thing  that  is  good,  that 
he  may  be  able  to  afiift  the  needy];."  Efpecial- 
ly  if  a  brother  be  in  diftrefs,  attend  to  his  calls :  if 
he  be  in  danger,fly  to  his  relief :  if  he  be  deceived, 
tell  him  the  truth  :  if  he  be  calumniated,  juflify 
his  €hara6ter.    For  remember  this,  that  no  Infti- 

tuticn 
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•tiition  of  any  fort,  can  bepleafing  to  God,  v/hick 
is  not  ufefiil  to  Men  I. 

■  Th\35  thinking,  and  tlius  acting,  you  will  fiad 
our  the  fecret%  which  is  preferved  in  the  hearts  of 
the  faithful.  You  will  underfcand  the  fignf, 
which  the  children  of  God -always  difccyer,  by 
Joving  the  brethren.  You  will  gain  the  pafs- 
word  which  fliali  open  to  .you  the  door  of  the 
celefiial  Lodge§;,  where  you  fnall  behold  God 
hiitifelf,  our  '  fupreiiie  ■  Gra;:d  'MaftcTy  feated  in 
£lpry,  where  though  clouds  and  darknefs  veil  hi^i 
awful  Majefry^yetlightand  joy  encircle  his  tnrone; 

,  where  you  lhall  join  hand  in  hand  w^ith  the  faints  ; 
where  you  fhall  fing  the  fong  of  Mofes  and  the 
Lamb^  and  iliall  rejoice  for  ever  in  the  ,  fmiles 

.of  his  countenance. 

*  1-i.xxr.  4.       f  I  John  iiu  14.      §  Rev,  iY  a» 
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■©■iiicers  of  tiie  Grand  Lodge  o{ 

W.  Jolm  G.  Pyh,  E%:;..  G.  M. 
R.  W.  William  Campbell^  D.  G.  M«- 
R.  W.  Jonathan  Snelling^  S^-G.  W.^ 
R.  V/.  Daniel  JFoQcl^  }un,  ].-G.  W.- 
R.  W-  Jcfeph  Peters,,  G.  S. 
R.  W.  John  Fillis,  juii.  G.  Ti% 
I  lie  Rev.  Mr.  J.  W.  Weeks,  G.  Ch.. 
Mr.- William  Hall,.  D.  G.  S. 
Mr,  Charles  Geddes,      G.  D.. 
Mr.  Andrew  Gray,  J.  G.  D.- 
Mr,  James  Dykemaii,  S.  G.  S«-  ...1 
Mr.  John  Livingftonej-  J.  G.  S,.- 
Mr.  John  Lewis,  G.  Purfuivant." 
Mr.  Wm.  'Stewar-tj  G.  Tyler.. 
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Lodges  under  the  Juriiyiaion  oftK 
Grand  Lodge  cf  Nova-Scotia. 

No.  155.  St,  Andre^vs        t}\t  Grand  Reglfiry  { 
Englandy  ccnflitiired  before  iIiq  fcrmin 
c(tb\s>  Grand  Lodge  J  hol^km  Hal:/::::. 
No.  211.  St.  Johns,  ditto,  diuo.  held 'in  B?/V/7:' 
No.  -I.  Ufiicn,  conftitutcd  by.  this  Grand  Lcdg 
heid  m  Halifa^i. 
a.  AriiUery.,  ditto.    hA^m  Ealijc::, 

3.  ;  Farr^^  ditto.-  held  in  Shellfiirne.- 

4.  (  Refigned,  ) 

5.  6':;/:?j;;j;;V5  held  at  ^/i^i'/i^^f/Zif.' 

6.  Jjtgby^i  held  atD.(^i^'.' 

7.  fciTip-e,  held  at  Mancheficr^-^ 

8.  Mr^?;f,  held  dX  Sheet -Earl cur.- 

9.  Chefier,  held  at  Chefiery 

10.  Hira:ny  held  at  Shelhurnc. 

VI.  St.  George' Si  held  at  Cornwallis,- 
12,  Concord^  held  at  Ciu::lcrland, 

JOSEPH   P  E  T  K  !l      c;.  a'.. 

Halifax i  j:d:y  \i,  17S5. 


